Mississippi Valley
Escorts and Warning Devices Survey

Warning Devices

State
Signs Flags Lights Comments
Over 12'4 wide, 110' long, 14'6 hig Flags shalbbght red and at least 18 [Mandatory on escorts and on front & rear of Flags shall be displayed at extremities of overi
inches square. vehicles and loads over 10" wide, 14'6 high, or {6bjects and extreme ends of all protrusions,
long. projections, and overhangs.
Illinois
Front and rear OVERSIZE LOAD |Must be marked with 2 red or orange flagdmber flashing light mounted on top and oversif€he lighting requirements are in addition to all
sign. 18" high, between 8'-6' long. |placed at the widest extremities of the |load sign FMCSR 393.11
Letters must bel12"X2" lettering on |vehicle or load. Flags must be in good
yellow sign. Color combinations or |condition, plain or orange with no figures.
wording approved by other states wilags must be 18" square and placed so|that
be permitted. approaching traffic can see them. Not
required for overweight only.
Indiana

on while transporting load. Must be equipped
4 high intensity, amber, flashing lights. Two of
these must be mounted on the front. Two must
mounted on the rear of the combination. Lights|

Permitted vehicle must have low beam headlights

ith
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Lights

Comments

Signs and flags are required when

vehicle and load exceeds 75 feet in|projection exceeds 4 feet. Flags are req
length, 8 feet 6 inches in width, andat each front corner of the towing unit a
14 feet 4 inches in height. The signfone flag at each rear corner of the load.
shall be on a yellow background anfaddition, there must be a flag at any

mounted on the front bumper and

the rear of the load. A rear sign for
mobile homes must be mounted at
least 7 feet above the highway surf

lags are required when the vehicle rear|

dditional protrusion in the width of the
load.

An amber revolving light or strobe light visible

is required when: length exceeds 85 feet up to §
imcluding 120 feet OR front-end projection exce
25 feet OR rear-end projection exceeds 10 feet
weight exceeds 80,000 Ibs. An escort can be ug
lieu of amber light.

iireain the front and rear mounted on the towing Utiite power unit and on the rear extremity of the
wehicle or load, when width is up to and includiphg

A front escort or an amber light or strobe light ¢

E6 feet 6 inches and exceeds one-half the road
@Rd travel is on 2 lane roadways with lane widt]
feet or more with sufficient

Kansas

Each vehicle transporting oversize
manufactured houses or modular
sections of buildings shall have an

oversize warning sign attached to thmaterial that is not less than 12 inches

rear of the manufactured home or
modular section being transported.

All sections of the overwidth load creatin
the overwidth condition shall have attach
to it a clean (no lettering) orange or red

square.

hWarning lights shall be installed on the top oftea
edcort vehicle. Each warning light shall be in go|
operating condition, emit a rotating or flashing
amber light.

E&xcept for superloads and large structures,
Ehcort may be eliminated if a warning light is
attached to the top of the towing vehicle and &
rear of each load and is mounted no less than
feet or more than eight feet above the surfachg
road.

Oversize and overweight loads shal

The amber light shall be mounted on the top of

Beivers of escorting vehicles escorting superloa

=)

way

th
wo

have attached to the front of the towing vehicle and be readily visible at a distangshall become Kansas certified before operatind in
transporting vehicle and to the rear of of 1,000 feet. Kansas.

the load an oversize warning sign.

Warning signs shall be readily visible An escort warning sign or oversize warning sigh
from a distance of 500 feet from ong¢ shall be attached the front or to the top of each
half-hour before sunrise to one-half vehicle preceding the load being transported apd a

hour after sunset and shall be remag
from the vehicle is empty or when tl
load being transported does not
exceed legal dimensions.

similar sign shall be attached to the top or to th
rear of the vehicle trailing the load being
transported

D
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"Escort warning sign" means a
yellow sign with black lettering and
with a minimum dimension of five
feet long and 12 inches high. The
letters "oversize load" shall be visib
on the face of the sign. The letters
shall be eight inches in height, with
brush stroke of not less than 1 1/8
inches.

Y]

Oversize warning sign" means a

yellow sign, with black letters and
having minimum dimensions of sev|
feet long and 18 inches high. The

letters "oversize load" shall be visib
on the face of the sign and shall be
minimum of 10 inches high, with a

brush stroke of not less than 1 2/5

inches.

D ®

Kentucky

Sign is required when the load exce
10' 6". Oversize sign must be in bl
letters w/yellow background.

Lettering shall have a brush stroke
1.4" and be fastened to the front of
power unit and rear end of the tows
unit and/or rear of the load

Df

Required on all 4 corners of the oversize|lf the overhang of the load exceeds 10' 0", an &
load. An additional flag is to be displayedflashing light required on the overhang.
the widest point of the load also.

Michigan

Signs are not required, except on
mobile homes

Flags shall be located at all four corners firwio flashing lights are required on all loads ove]
extremities of oversize loads 80" in length.

Flags shall be 18" square and red in colqr  Lightstrbe visible for at least 200"
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Minnesota

The sign shall be a minimum of 18"
high by 84 inches long. (Minimum
12" wide by 60" long on escort

vehicles). Letters on the Oversize
Load signs shall be 10 inch series

a 1 3/8 inch stroke and black in col¢securely attached at the widest point of ]

Vehicles and/or loads exceeding 9' in wi

and/or 65' in length are required to displdsestricts or impairs the visibility of the stoplighor

red, orange or yellow day-glo warning fla|
that are a minimum of 18' square, moun
on brackets or standards or are otherwis

overlegal width load and shall be clearly

visible to the approaching and overtakingof the towing vehicle.

vehicles.

BIGNAL LIGHTS - Whenever the load being hay

Blight bar" shall be mounted on the rear of thellg
ESuch light bar shall be clearly visible to overtaki
[teaffic and shall display operative taillights

stoplights and turn-signals controlled by the dri

jarn signals of the hauling or transporting vehielp

Warning lights must be turned off, covered or
removed when not escorting or moving a load.

&l

[¢)

The "Oversize Load" sign shall be
required sign on the towing vehicle,
toed vehicle, and/or load. "Wide

Load" and "Long Load" signs must

not extend beyond the line of the
fender on the left side nor more tha
inches beyond the fender line on th
right side of the escort vehicles.

[ 6

)

Wegarning flags shall be attached to long
loads, beams, trusses poles or pipes thal
transported using a pole dolly or steering

hetolly, warning flags shall be attached to flaémospheric conditions.
used on escort vehicles. Signs shajunderside of the load spaced not more t

20 feet apart.

Warning lights mean an electric light operated i
kettery or other power source that is visible fr@n
distance of not less than 500 feet under normal

an

ynstead of a pair of warning lights that flash
simultaneously, either one or two strobe light¢s
rotating beacon light(s) with amber or yellow le
may be used both to the front and to the reare
vehicle.

Sign panels shall be lighted when u
between the hours of sunset to sun
Lighting shall be such that it will
enable reading the sign from a
distance of 500 feet

Projections extending more than 3 feet

ahead of the front bumper or 4 feet or m¢apart as practical, shall show white or amber éo

to the rear of the bed of the vehicle shall
display a red warning flag not less than 1
inches square.

Two simultaneously flashing lights spaced as fa

front and amber or red to the rear and shall fi&ts
8 flash rate of 60 to 90 flashes per minute. The|
warning light lens shall be a minimum of 4" in
diameter or have a minimum lens surface area
12.5 square inches.

[thave not less than two corners attached to the

Flags must be clean and in good repair and sh

fbracket or standard.

D f
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State
Signs Flags Lights Comments
Oversize load signs are required orj all Amber or yellow lights must be used in lieu of | Wide load or long load sign must be displayed
vehicles which exceed 12 feet in conjunction with flags for night movements at alltop of escort vehicles.
width, 95 feet in length. The sign points which require flags for daylight movemeng.
shall be kept clean, legible and in g These lights are to be used in addition to any
repair when in use warning lights required for oversize loads.
The appropriate sign shall be mounked Two warning lights are required front and rear, tp
on or above the escort vehicle, cab|of be used in conjunction with the "Oversize Load'
the towing vehicle, and on the rear pf signs and these lights show simultaneous flashihg
the trailing vehicle or load, not less white or amber to the front and either amber or fed
than 5 feet above the ground. to the rear.

Warning lights shall be mounted a minimum of 20
inches above the ground and shall be clearly &gibl
to approaching and overtaking traffic.

"Oversize Load" sign shall be Two red or orange flags must be mounted
displayed on the front and/or rear ofon the front of the vehicle if lead escorts
the escort vehicle which ever is accompany, on the rear of the vehicle if
applicable . A sign mounted on the|escorts accompany

top of the vehicle with printing on
both sides is acceptable.
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Missouri

The minimum size of the "Oversize
Load" sign on escort vehicles shall
5'wide X 1' high with 8" high letters|

Loads over 10' 6" in width must have a r
her orange fluorescent flags (18" square)
displayed at extreme ends or projections
all overwidth and overlength loads and o
all four corners of manufactured homes
extremities.

An oversize load sign shall be
displayed on the front and rear of
manufactured homes.

Signs (on loads) must be 7' wide by
18" high with 10" letters. All signs
must be of yellow background with
black letters and visible for 300
Legend shall read "Oversize Load."

Nebraska

Signs shall read "OVERSIZE LOAD|
Signs other than those required in

001.10 (escort vehicles), shall be nﬁze of eighteen inches square in good r{

less than seven feet long and eight
inches high. The signs shall be
constructed of yellow material with

black letters at least ten inches high.

Flags shall be a plain red cloth or orangg

nd free of printing or other markings.

fluorescent cloth marker having minimunpfollowing: (1) The light bar must have a left an

The light bar attachment must comply to the

right rotating amber, yellow or flashing light of a
sufficient size to be seen at a distance of nat leg
than eight hundred (800) feet. (2) The light ba
attachment shall be mounted on the rear of the
at a height sufficient to be seen clearly by traffi
the rear.

A light bar may be allowed in lieu of an escort
vehicle on divided highways when expressly st
on the permit.

oad

An "OVERSIZE LOAD" sign shall b¢Flags shall be required on all four corner|

displayed on the front and/or on thg
rear of the escort vehicle and the si
shall be no less than five feet (5') lo
by twelve inches (12) high with eigh
inch (8") high letters.

the escort vehicle.
N
L
t

Escorts shall have a revolving amber, yellow or
flashing light mounted a minimum of fifty-three
inches above the roadway on top of the vehicle
be of sufficient size to be seen at a distanceof
feet.

and
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Warning Devices

State
Signs Flags Lights Comments
Signs shall be present on loads mof®n loads more than twelve (12) feet in |Lights may be required on escort vehicles for thp
than ten (10) feet in width, signs  |width, red flags, not less than 18 inches [movement of overdimensional vehicles or loads
stating "OVERSIZE LOAD" must bgsquare, must be displayed on all four  Jwhen such vehicles or loads exceed: (1) eight fget
displayed to the front of the hauling|corners of the vehicle or vehicles. six inches (8' 6") in width, ninety (90) feet in
vehicle and to the rear of the load. length or fourteen feet six inches (14' 6") in lneig
OVERSIZE LOAD signs shall be  Flags shall be 18" square, red or orange Clearance and side marker lights, in addition to All permitted vehicle's standard vehicle
displayed on any vehicle/load in color, in good repair and free of any  the standard lights required by law, need not  lighting must be in operating order.
exceeding the maximum legal printing or markings. mark the extremities of an oversize load unless
length limit, Or if the width is 10 ft. it is specially authorized to move at night or
or greater. Or If the height is 14 ft when visibility is less than 1000 feet, in which
6 in or greater. The signs shall be case the additional lighting shall be at the
in good repair, 7 ftlong and 18 in widest or longest extremities.
high, and read "OVERSIZE
LOAD". Signs shall be displayed
on the front and rear.
The signs shall be in good repair, Flags shall be securely fastened by at  Lights shall be amber flashing or rotating lights The headlights must be on during the
7 ft long and 18 in high, and read least one corner or securely mounted  of such intensity as to be clearly seen at a movement of any overdimension vehicle/load.
ohio "OVERSIZE LOAD". on a staff. minimum distance of 1,000 ft. in normal
i

daylight conditions.

The sign shall be yellow with black
lettering. The letters shall be at
least 10 in high with a brush stroke
of 1.41 in. If series E Modified is
used, then the brush stroke shall
be 2in.

Overwidth vehicles and loads shall bear
two flags at the widest extremities of the
vehicle/load as well as one flag at each

corner of the vehicle/load.

Signs shall be displayed on the front and the
rear of loads
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Overlength vehicles/loads with a rear

single flag at the extreme rear of the
overhang.

overhang of 4' or greater shall display a

Wisconsin

OVERSIZE LOAD sign must be
mounted on the roof of the escort

high and 1 1/2"wide. Background
must be yellow or amber. The who
sign must be at least 5' wide and 1'
high.

18" square.
3]

If overlength a single flag at rearmost. If
overwidth flags at each corner and wideqor a strobe on or above the roof. Lights must be
vehicle. Lettering must be black, 1Qprojection. Flags must be red or orange

Escort Vehicles shall have 2 amber warning lani

laEdble at 500'. Lights must be visible 360 degrd

P& escort warning sign or oversize warning sig
shall be attached the front or to the top of each
gehicle preceding the load being transported al
similar sign shall be attached to the top or to th
rear of the vehicle trailing the load being
transported

hd a

D

If vehicle exceeds 10' 0" an
"OVERSIZE LOAD" sign must be
displayed front and rear. The sign
must be at least 7' long 18"high wit
letter no less than 10" high and 1 1
wide., background color is yellow.

Oversize Vehicles: Lights required for operatio
during hours of darkness. Any overwidth requirg
amber lamp visible from front and side at forem
edge of projection; red lamp at rearmost. Longq
projections require more red lamps and reflecto
Warning lamps are as required on permit, they
be amber or strobe.

st

n =

an




